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In the critical period of general reform in collective forest right system, studying 
on this issue in-depth has a theoretical value and practical significance in further 
grasping the requirements and ensuring the smooth progress of reform. Through the 
integrated using of theoretical analysis, model building, the reform process reviewing, 
experience and lessons abroad, this dissertation systematically exposits the issue 
related to the collective forest right system and research on the reform’s motivation, 
effectiveness and restraining factor, and advances the basic ideas of reforming and 
corresponding suggests. 
Base on grasping the latest development and referring to much research about 
forest right system progress both home and abroad, this dissertation explores the 
subject on the reform of collective forest right system. 
Firstly，we make necessary definitions and explanations on relevant concepts 
involved in this article, such as forest right, collective forest right and forest right 
system. We also generalize and make descriptions on proprietary right theory, system 
change theory, transaction cost theory and farmer behavior theory etc, providing 
theoretical basis for further analysis. Starting from these theories, we hold that the key 
for collective forest right system is to look for effective property right subject based 
on giving clear definition on property right. In different reform stages in the past, 
great difference exists between interests gained by the state, collective and forest 
farmers. It’s this very difference that leads to change in forest policy and hindered 
development in forest development. Farmers’ enthusiasm comes from economic 
benefit. Under the condition of market economy, as the subject of forest operation, 
forest farmers will inevitably seek maximizing interests. Therefore it is imperative to 
carry out forest right system reform to clarify property right and make forest farmers 
gain benefits.  
Secondly, recalling the history of evolution of forest right system and 
institutional deficiencies in China, we deem that any collective forest right system 














reform in China’s collective forest right system shall be divided by great events and 
important documents. Without external macroeconomic conditions, it’s hard to 
achieve remarkable effects no matter how reasonable the internal system is. Expected 
effect can be reached only when collective forest reform system is adaptable to 
external macroeconomic conditions.  This dissertation argues that many system 
defects exist in the collective forest right, such as ownership is not clear, government 
management is not in place as forest rights controller, forest management mechanism 
is not flexible, forest property transfer transactions are not standardized, approach of 
forest ecological benefit compensation is not perfect and forestry comprehensive 
reform measures are not match. So after analyzing defects in China’s forest right 
system, we also make a necessary analysis on external and internal environment that 
the reform of forest right system confronts. In game analysis, we build two-person 
property game model by using game analysis, a modern economic analysis method, to 
clarify complicated relationship of interests in the reform of China’s forest right 
system. We consider that China’s forest right should be an equilibrium solution of the 
game between forest farmer, village collective and the government; the formation of 
property right contract should be a result of rational choice of all participants under 
established binding force. We also make comparisons between several reform models 
in China in the light of actual conditions and make analysis on reform achievements, 
seeking fact basis for deepening reform.  
Thirdly, we believe that it is necessary and required to study reform situations in 
forest right system in some foreign countries under the background of an open society. 
Their experience and lessons are worth of learning from in spite of difference in 
ownership, forest ownership ratio, operation mode of forest resource or management 
guidance methods and support policy. The dissertation generally analyses the 
experiences and lessons in change of forest right system in Sweden, France, the 
United States, Japan, Germany, Poland, Russia and other foreign countries. From their 
Course and practices, We can find much inspiration and enlightenment.  
Fourthly, studies suggest that our new round of reform in collective forest right 














experience; neither can we impose uniformity nor practice laissez-faire. We need not 
only resolve the historical problems of long standing and deep-seated contradictions, 
but also always pay attention to summing up new situations and problems about the 
reform. As the changes of situation, environment and the pattern of interests, we 
should generally consider these problems on arrangement of policies, measures and 
design.  
Finally, we present the basic ideas of deepening reform and suggestions on the 
problems in the reform. To genuinely promote forestry development, we must further 
deepen the direction of the reform of collective forest right system. In order to draw a 
scientific and rational program of forest reforming, we must have clear principles, 
clear thinking and strong measures not only adopted to the modern forestry, ecology, 
social trends, but also integrated with actual local conditions, in accordance with the 
law. Based on the clearing the main body of forest rights, we must carry out 
comprehensive reforms, build a modern forestry property right system to complete the 
reform objectives and realize maximizing interests of all parties of the nation, 
collective and farmers. 
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